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Each and every day we have 

one goal in mind at Richmond 

University Medical Center: to 

provide the highest quality of care for 

our patients and their families. The new 

facilities we opened in 2018, like our Breast and 

Women’s Center and our Center for Cancer Care, 

combined with adding the most talented and highly 

trained medical personnel from around the world, are 

accomplishments that help us achieve this goal. 

Richmond University Medical Center will look very di�erent as 

2019 progresses, and perhaps that is the best way to summarize 

2019: one of progress. It started on January 1, with our o�cial 

merger with Staten Island Mental Health Society. Adding their 

diverse children and family programs increases the opportunity 

for Richmond University Medical Center to help many more 

families across our borough and further positions us as the 

leading provider of integrative behavioral medicine for adults, 

children, adolescents, and their families.

Construction has begun on one of the most exciting developments 

for our hospital, a new 35,000 square foot emergency 

department. When completed, the new emergency department 

will feature increased private treatment rooms, state-of-the-art 

trauma bays, additional support space, and specialty areas for 

pediatrics and urgent care. The new emergency department 

would not be possible if not for the combined support of city 

agencies, our elected o�cials, the many donors who pledged 

nearly $12 million, and our own sta� who contributed over $2.5 

million to the project.

Work has also begun on a new sta� parking lot, located on our 

main hospital property. The parking lot will provide over 200 

new parking spaces. While this will be convenient for our sta�, 

more importantly, as a good neighbor to the community, it will 

take over 200 vehicles o� local side streets.

Lastly, in 2019 we will also begin construction of a new 

cogeneration power plant that will make the hospital self-

su�cient for electricity. The new plant will provide a cost savings, 

remove us from the already stressed north shore power grid, and 

provide cheaper, cleaner energy.

These new developments are very exciting, but what is most 

exciting for me is seeing the life-changing, and lifesaving, di�erence 

being made every day by our medical sta�. There are no words 

to capture how inspiring it makes me feel. They, along with our 

board, donors, volunteers, and employees, make me so very 

proud to part of the Richmond University Medical Center family.

Sincerely,

Kathryn K. Rooney

Chairperson, Board of Trustees

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES CHAIRPERSON



Looking back on 2018, Richmond 

University Medical Center was 

able to take bold and innovative 

steps to meet the growing community 

needs for health care services that focus 

on wellness and acute care, giving people a 

new lease on life. This growth would not have 

been possible without your support.

In June, we opened our state-of-the-art Center for Cancer 

Care on South Avenue in Bloomfield. Our team of highly 

skilled oncologists and radiation oncologists are providing 

the most advanced cancer care and therapies available on 

site in a comprehensive ambulatory program setting, delivering 

to Staten Island a cancer care center that rivals many leading 

institutions outside our borough.

This past summer we also reestablished our cardiopulmonary 

rehabilitation services with a new center located behind the 

main hospital. Returning this service to Staten Island was a focus 

of Borough President James Oddo, who was instrumental in 

making the center a reality. Now a service that had been missing 

in the borough for several years is once again available, giving 

cardiopulmonary patients the opportunity to build strength, 

stamina, and  new, healthier lives.

More and more focus is on the problem of obesity across our 

country and community, so Richmond University Medical Center 

took immediate action on this front as well. In the summer, we 

launched our Bariatric and Metabolic Institute under the direction 

of Dr. Alex Barkin; the physicians here perform leading surgical 

interventions utilizing the latest technology. Similar to our 

cardiopulmonary rehabilitation services, our new facility makes 

top medical care available locally, right here in our community.

We closed out the year by cutting the ribbon on our new Breast 

and Women’s Center in Sunnyside. Located at the corner of 

Clove Road and Victory Boulevard, the center is designed 

to provide high quality care to those who  are experiencing 

breast pain, have found a lump, or have been diagnosed with 

breast cancer. Under the stewardship of our new chief of breast 

surgery, oncoplastic surgeon Dr. Tihesha Wilson, this center will 

o�er early intervention, as well as comprehensive breast care for 

many years to come and will change the perception of breast 

cancer treatment on Staten Island.

This expansion in services and locations increases Richmond 

University Medical Center’s footprint on Staten Island, advancing 

our ambulatory strategy by providing essential care right in the 

community. We are delivering innovative and e�ective health 

care services across our borough in larger, more advanced ways 

than ever before. This is possible only because of the support 

and commitment of our board, donors, foundation, our incredible 

team of elected o�cials, volunteers, and sta�, to whom we give 

our sincere gratitude.

Together we are building on our exceptional history of caring 

for our community, and forging a bright future for Richmond 

University Medical Center for years to come.

Daniel J. Messina, PhD, FACHE

President & Chief Executive O�cer
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Throughout Staten Island, Richmond University Medical Center 

continues to grow and expand to meet the increased need for our 

services. In December, 2018, the New York City Economic Development 

Corporation (NYCEDC) finalized the provision of $132 million in tax-

exempt bonds to our hospital to help support the construction of 

our new emergency department, co-generation power plant, and 

additional modernization projects. Not only will these projects greatly 

enhance our ability to provide quality health care, but also, as we are 

one of the leading employers in Staten Island, these projects will also 

support the growth of jobs in our borough.

The new ED will be 35,000 square feet. It will consist of 20,000 

square feet of new space, along with the renovation of the 15,000 

square feet where our current ED exists. An additional 20,000 square 

feet will be built above the new ED and will be home to new surgical 

suites, a surgical recovery area, and additional support services. The 

new ED will be completed in approximately 18 to 24 months.

Our state and city elected o�cials helped us obtain over $42 million 

in grant funding from the city and state for the new ED. We also 

received almost $12 million from donors, including $2.5 million from 

our own physicians.

While work begins on the ED, we will also commence construction 

of our $29.5 million co-generation power plant. It will provide our 

campus with quieter, cheaper, and cleaner energy. One fuel will be 

used to create both electrical and thermal energy, making Richmond 

University Medical Center a more environmentally friendly facility 

while also alleviating many of the air conditioning and heating issues.

The co-gen plant will make our hospital self-su�cient, taking us o�

the overstressed power grid that serves the North Shore of Staten 

Island. As the borough’s only hospital not located in any of Staten 

Island’s flood zones, we cannot a�ord to be without power should the 

grid fail during a major disaster such as a hurricane or blackout. The 

co-gen plant construction is expected to begin in summer 2019 and 

take about 12 months to complete.

Expansion is not only happening inside our campus. We opened the 

doors on our Center for Cancer Care at 1000 South Avenue. According 

to New York State data, Staten Island has the highest rate of all cancers 

combined compared to the other boroughs. This $4.5 million center 

is home to the most sophisticated tools and technologies available to 

diagnose and treat cancer. 

In October we cut the ribbon on our new $6 million Breast and Women’s 

Center. Located at the corner of Victory Boulevard and Clove Road, 

this state-of-the-art center is bringing Staten Island comprehensive 

breast care, starting with the latest in breast imaging diagnostics 

through survivorship. Surgical services include consultation, diagnosis, 

oncoplastic surgery, and breast cancer navigation services.

None of these advancements would have been possible without the 

continued support of our state and city elected o�cials as well as 

our foundation and our donors. We are extremely grateful for their 

support and generosity.

R i c h m o n d  U n i v e r s i t y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE



PATIENT EXPERIENCE
My husband, Donato Giannotto, was 

treated at your hospital for auto-brewery 

syndrome.  Donato was re-admitted to 

RUMC the week of March 11.  This was 

because another hospital in New Jersey 

gave him antibiotics as a precaution, 

without prior collaboration with your 

medical sta�. As a result, his auto-brewery 

syndrome restarted.  Based on lessons 

learned, we are really lucky that we caught the auto-brewery 

syndrome within 48 hours after the antibiotic was administered. 

When my husband was admitted to 

RUMC, I called Maria Falzone and told her, 

“We are here again.”  Maria was ready for 

the unique demands of Donato’s diet. 

Maria and her amazing sta� went above 

and beyond to make the testing required 

successful.  They made such a stressful 

week less stressful.  They were responsive 

to the needs of each test.  The employees 

that should be commended are Maria as 

well as Ginny Potter and Alberta Muse. 

I would also like to add that all of the doctors and nurses attended 

to Donato’s needs. Despite other patient challenges, they 

were attentive to the needs of my husband.  It makes us feel so 

comfortable and cared for that we have a team that “gets” this 

crazy yeast reaction and the challenges it brings.  We understand 

that we are a “high maintenance” situation, and the sta� makes it 

look like it’s just a normal day at RUMC.  

— Michelle G. 
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“Maria and her 
amazing sta� 
went above 
and beyond 
to make the 
testing required 
successful.”

4 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
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RICHMOND UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER 

HONOR ROLL OF DONORS*
JANUARY 1, 2018, THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2018

*This list does not include pledges for ED capital campaign.
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Gifts $300,000 and above 
 
The Staten Island Foundation 
 
Gifts of 150,000 and $299,000 
 
Bloomberg Philanthropies

Gifts Between $100,000 and $149,999 
 
Dr. Krishne Urs

Gifts Between $50,000 and $99,999 
 
Northfield Bank Foundation 
The Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers 
Foundation

Gifts Between $25,000 and $49,999 
 
Salvatore Calcagno 
Lucille and Jay Chazanoff 
Collins Building Services 
Emergency Medical Association of  
New York, P.C. 
Dr. Chitoor Govindaraj 
Investors Bank 
Investors Bank Foundation 
Keyspan Energy-National Grid 
Dr. Xin LI 
Thomas Quinlan 
Fran and Frank Reali /Protecting  
One Young Heart at a Time Inc. 
Dr. Eli Serur 
Subaru of America 
Dr. Samala Swamy 
Vigorito, Barker, Porter, & Patterson 
LLP

Gifts Between $10,000 and $24,999 
 
ADCO Electrical Corporation 
American University of Antigua 
Dr. Anthony Barone 
Dr. Alexander Beylinson 
Desmond Burke 
Dr. Douglas Cohen 
Stan Danzig 
Dominick and Rosemarie Stazzone 
Dr. Srinivas Duvvuri 
The Gettinger Family Foundation  

Dr. Richard Grodman 
John and Gina Gutzeit 
Dr. Loren J. Harris and  
Dr. Doreen J. Addrizzo   
Joan and Alan Bernikow 
Dr. Lance Jung 
Katherine and John Connors 
Denis Kelleher 
Josh Kuriloff 
Dr. Brian McMahon 
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Messina  
Ronald Purpora 
Dr. Francesco Rotatori 
RUMC Medical Staff 
John and Debra Santora 
Dr. Frank Scafuri 
St. George's University 
Stony Wold Herbert Fund Inc. 
Tishman Speyer Properties LP 
Visiting Nurse Association of  
Staten Island 
Vornado Realty Trust

Gifts Between $1,000 and $9,999

Aaronson Rappaport Feinstein  
& Deutsch 
ABM Onsite Services 
ACT Ambulette Inc 
John Agnello 
Empire Bluecross Blueshield  
Healthplus Amerigroup 
Angiuli & Gentile, LLP  
Angelo Aponte 
Aramark 
Atlantic Salt 
Rev. Tony Baker 
Sheik Bakhsh 
Dr. Suzy Bibawy 
Frank and Corinne Bongiorno 
Charles Borrok 
Bower Law 
Edward Brancale 
Brookfield Properties Management 
Raymond Burt 
Cannon Design 
Chris Casanova Sr. 
CBRE 
Cicero Consulting Associates 
Alma Claudio 
Clove Lakes Healthcare &  
Rehab Center 

Colline Bros. Lock & Safe Co. 
Community Health Center  
of Richmond 
Connors & Connors PC 
Cushman and Wakfield 
Louis D`Avanzo 
Daniel F. Murphy 
David Henry Agency 
Mark R. Defazio 
Thomas DelMastro 
Donnelly Mechanical 
Joseph Dussich 
EMS Management 
Enexia Specialty 
Andrea Fang 
Brian Farley 
Dr. Richard Fazio 
Anthony Fernicola 
Georgia Ferrara 
Dr. Mitchell Fogel 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Forlenza 
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver  
& Jacobson 
Laura Gajda 
Dr. Thomas Giaimo 
GNYHA Ventures Inc. 
Dr. Melissa Grageda 
Charles Greinsky 
Dr. Nirupa Harin 
Robyn Hikind 
Hudson Elevator Group  
Dr. Nidal Isber 
Island Auto Group 
Jack Resnick & Sons, Inc. Mgt. 
JAD Building Maintenance Supplies 
Jeff and Kate Jaenicke 
Louis Jakub 
Kastle Systems Kastle Systems  
International, LLC 
Dr. Feroze Khan 
Steven Klein 
KPMG 
L.F. Driscoll Company, LLC 
Efrat Lamandre 
Lina Leykina 
Li Grecci's Staaten 
John Lizardos 
Louis L. Buttermark & Sons, INC. 
Dr. Kevin McDonough 
Medical Management Resources Inc 
Medline Industries Inc 
Metlife 

Thomas Sipp 
Hugo Munoz-Breto 
Ron Musselwhite 
Joseph Nativo 
New York Community Bancorp, Inc. 
New York Community Bank 
New York Safety Services 
New York State Court Officers   
Association 
Northfield Bank 
NThrive 
NY Female Pelvic Reconstructive  
Surgery 
Dr. Jill O`Donnell-Tormey 
Dr. Cedric Olivera  
Orthopaedic Surgical Consultant, PC 
Dr. and Mrs. Philip Otterbeck 
Dr. Santosh Parab 
Dr. Pankaj Patel 
Catherine Paulo 
Dr. Joanna Pessolano 
Thomas Petrone 
Pfizer Inc. 
Drs. Michael and Desiree Piccarelli 
Angelo Pirozzi 
Pitta Bishop Del Giorno, LLC 
Pitta LLP 
Dr. Subbaraju Polepalli 
Hon. Dianne Powers 
Jonathan Poznansky 
Primary Care Ambulance 
The Priority One Ambulance 
Ray Quartararo 
Dr. Zahir Rahman 
Nazneen Rahman 
Dr. Olga Rakhlin 
David Rampulla 
Melissa Randazzo 
Dr. Lynn Rapp 
Realty Advisory Board 
Dr. Harold Reilly 
Robert Reilly 
Chris Reno 
Restorix 
Richmond Elevator Company 
Richmond Medical Anesthesia  
Associates 
Richmond Orthopedic Associates 
Hon. and Mrs. Stephen and  
Kathryn K. Rooney 
RUMC Finance Department 
RXR Realty 

Richard Salhany 
Dr. Shamim Salman 
Paul Salvatore 
Joseph Saporito 
Vincent Schott 
Drs. Lenny and Rita Shats 
Staten Island Board of Realtors 
Staten Island Elks Lodge 
Staten Island Performing Provider  
System, LLC 
Northwell Health / Staten Island  
University Hospital 
Dr. Peter Stathopoulos 
Dr. Anne Stilwell 
The Eger Foundation 
Todt Hill Medical Group 
Joseph Torres 
Libby Traynor 
Dr. William Tursi 
United Building Maintenance  
Corporation 
USI Insurance Services LLC 
Vaslas Lepowsky Hauss & Danke LLP 
Victory Medical PLLC 
Wagner College 
Allan Weissglass 
Dr. Prasanna Wickremesinghe 
Fern Zagor

Gifts up to $999

5 Boro Power Yoga 
Trish Abbruzzese 
Buddhi Abeyasekera 
Sayedeh Abhary 
Ileana Acosta 
Marc Adams 
Bisi Adedokun 
Alla Adler 
Al & J Media Inc 
Dr. Anna Alayeva 
Dr. Alex Barkan 
Dr. M.S Ali 
Jazmine Alvarez 
Amabile & Erman PC 
Kristin Anderson 
Joel Aranzado 
Salvatore Armao 
Amy and Arnel Aromin 
Daniel Asomaning 
Linda Aubrey 
Gloria Aviles 



8

Dr. Glenn Babus 
Lauren Backstrom 
Anastasia Balbuena 
Frank Barbarino 
Louis and Kathleen Barella 
Indira Bashic 
Dr. and Mr. Elizabeth and Allen Basile 
Richard Basso 
Joshua Baver 
Nazma Begum 
Rose Marie Belfini 
Suzanne and Edward Bell 
Robert Benedetto 
Brian Benevento 
Rocco Berardi 
Dr. C.S. Bhupathi 
Toby Biegel-Massa 
Antoinette Blair 
Dr. Dennis Bloomfield 
Jane Bocignone 
Daniel Boswell 
Anna Boudakova 
Elaine Boylan 
Ann-Marie Boylan 
Ashley Boylan 
Bryan Boylan 
Jennifer Boylan 
Jen Boylan 
Jennifer Boylan Zaets 
Dr. Mark Brandon 
Bernard Brannigan 
James Britton 
Denise Bullock 
Buono Jewelry Inc. 
Madonna Burke 
Ellen Burns 
Ray Butler 
Robert Byrne 
John and Barbara Byrne 
Thomas Byrne 
Kim Byrne 
Joe Caggiano 
Richard Cahn 
Isabelle Cammayo 
Trientina Campbell 
Paula Caputo 
Joe Caraccia 
Dr. Pietro Carpenito 
Maryanne Caruso 
Maureen Castagnetti 
Paula Cenci 

Centrastate Healthcare Foundation 
Champion International Construction  
Corp 
Sydney Chen 
Michael Chiappone 
Sondra Chizik 
Malgorzata Chlebek 
Karen Cicero 
Patricia Cicero 
Shawn Ciecko 
Nadine Cirrito 
Matthew Cohen 
Danielle Collyer 
Jeff Comerford 
Joseph Conte 
Angela Conte 
Rowena Contreras 
Francois Coq 
Jack Cracchiola 
Michael D`Anna 
John Daggan 
Roy Danischewski 
Barbara Danischewski 
Dr. Jeremiah D'Anna 
Carmine Debetta 
Claudia Perry and Debra Hart 
Lois DeCaro 
Jean DeGaetano 
Vincent DeGennaro 
Setareh Deljo-Roland 
Jack Denis 
Cherylann DeNoble 
Angel Deruvo 
Dr. Jo DeSantis 
Robert DeSantis, Jr 
Krista Desiderio 
Bohdana Diakiv 
Dr. Keith Diaz 
Dr. Guido DiBenedetto 
Kathleen Dimauro 
Peter Dinolfo 
David DiPietro 
Joan and Robert Dobis 
Nicole Donofrio 
Dr. Annemarie Dowling-Castronovo 
Dr. T's A-Team 
Eileen Duffy 
Christopher Dunleavy 
Dr. Kelsey Dunn 
Marisa Easop 
Dr. Louis Emmer 

Devin Enderes 
Envision Healthcare Corp 
Elizabeth Eriolano 
Jonathan Erman 
Eridania Espinal 
AnneMarie Esser 
Tara Esser 
Nicole Fadel 
Horgan Family 
Tara Farahvash 
Jessica Fasseno 
Dr. Roseann Fazio 
David and Tina Fazio 
Luke Ferguson 
Marybeth Ferguson 
Susan Ferrera 
Msgr. Peter Finn 
Michael Fiore 
Lauren Fiore 
Silvana Folgia 
Joanne Frawley 
Arthur Fried 
Adam Friedman 
Theresa Frost 
Milly Furneaux 
Denise and Christina Gagliano 
Toni Galardi 
Vinna Galicia 
Marlon Garcia 
Fidel Garcia 
Janine Garcia 
Sara Gardner 
Garfunkel Wild P.C. 
Paul Geneve 
Denise Giachetta-Ryan 
Isa Giordano 
Matt Gleason 
Silvia Glover 
Brian Golick 
Maureen Goodwin 
Jean Gordon 
GPM Pediatrics PC 
Dr. Melissa Grageda 
Dr. Joan Graziano 
Jen Gregorio 
Joseph Guarino 
Denise Guastamacchia 
Christopher and Joida Gullo 
Anila Gunawardana, Esq. 
Gizella Hajduk 
Elyse Harrell 

Rachel Harrell 
Penny Hartfield 
Dr. William Head 
Rachel Helm 
Lisa Herbert 
Thushan Hewabatuwita 
Manith Hikkaduwa 
HIM Dept 
Jimmy Hint 
Dr. Ulrika Holm 
Robert Holzer 
Patricia Hoo 
Robert Horton 
Howard Rothschild, Esq 
Dr. Salim Hussain 
Dr. Joel Idowu 
Dr. John Imperio 
Helene Irvine 
Kadirawel Iswara 
Perry Jacob 
Dr. Christopher Janusz 
Maritza Jeri 
Gosia Jocoli 
Peana John 
Johnathan J Proce Foundation 
JRT Realty Group 
Tommy Kalikas 
Dr. Andrin Kasemi 
Anna Katsnelson 
Nancy and Bruce Kaufman 
Dr. Amarjit Kaur 
Clarence Kay 
Lynn Keiser 
Joseph Kelly 
Alisa Kennedy 
Natalie Kennedy 
Donald Kenny 
Nida Khan 
Linda Klais 
Dr. Joshua Kleiman 
Igor Kofman 
Simon Kokkinakis 
Thomas Kosky 
Rayan Kouider 
Sarah Kouider 
Toufik Kouider 
Pam Kulnis 
Scott La monte 
Dr. Marianne La Barbera 
Catherine LaBarbera 
Gregory Lafer 

Lisa and Joseph LaForgia 
Alex LaMarca 
Deanna Lambiasi 
Dr. James Lamia 
Brittany Langan 
Gabrielle Langella 
Debbie Laurenzano 
Katie Lavelle 
K. Lawrence 
Camille Lazar 
Mou Lee 
Robin Lefkowitz 
David Lehr 
Diane Levato 
Prof. Ben Liaw 
Felipe Lifuentes 
Limeri Insurance Agency 
Lipton Associates 
Lucille Logozzo 
Dr. Susana Lourido 
Lisa Lubarsky 
Gary Luciano 
Gary Lukachinski 
Alexander Lutz 
Rita Magnuski 
Christopher Maher 
Jacquelyn Mahoney 
Dr. and Mrs. Orlando and Diana 
Manfredi 
Dr. Michael Mantello 
Giuseppe Marchiano 
David Marcus 
Nicholas Mardikos 
Margaret Marrano 
Dorothy and Ronald  
Marziotto 
David and Julie Mason 
Thomas Massa 
Jackie Massa 
Samantha Mastrandrea 
Jessica Mastrandrea 
Debbie Mastromarino 
Michael Matthews 
Gary Matyash 
Joanne Mauro 
Barbara Mayes 
Gail McCormack 
Morgan McMullen 
Michele McMurray 
Meals On Wheels of SI, Inc. 
Susan Meegan 
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Griska Mendez 
Dr. Ana Mendez 
Prof. Jason Mendiola 
Ann Merlino 
Jolene Meskovic 
Carol Messina 
David Michaels 
Maria Marchetta Mike Amato 
Tom Miller 
Janet Miller 
Veronica Miller 
Robert Milo 
Steven Mirones 
Ryan Mischler 
Boris Molchanskiy 
Hon. James Molinaro 
Patricia Moore 
Christopher Morales 
Mayra Morales 
Anna Moreno 
Imelda Moriarty 
Kevin Moriarty 
Rob Morrison 
Lara Moschella 
Ron Moschella 
Sera Moschella 
Ashley Moulton 
Atef and Jacqueline Moussa 
Theresa Mulligan 
Siobhan Murphy 
Dr. Kalai Murthy 
Robert Nardella 
Denise Natalini-Olsen 
Gail Neube 
New Golden Touch Inc 
New York Safety Service 
Suzanne Newman 
Sabina and John Nicolini 
NJ Orthopedic and Sports  
Medicine LLC 
Paula Nuzio 
Ernestina Nyquist 
Hayley Nyquist 
Arnold Obey 
Cheryl Obey 
Ethel O'Connor-Damitz 
Kathlyne O'Hara 
Mary Olesky 
Paul and Debbie Oliveri 
John Olsen 
Emma Lou Olsen 

Carol Olsen 
Cynthia Olsen-Dinkins 
Dr. Kuduvalli Omprakash 
Sudha Omprakash 
Dorothy ONeill 
James and Ann O'Neill 
Victoria Orleman 
Mitzi Pahin 
Lester Panek 
Joanna Panek 
Stephanie Panetta 
Michael N. Pannunzio 
Dr. Zarina Parnas 
Henry Shimchak and Paula Attanasi 
Peace of Mind Medical PC 
John Peana 
Dr. Buenaventura Pelina 
Amy Perez 
Christian Peter 
Amelia Piccione 
Dr. Marino and Nicole Poliseno 
Jeanette Posner 
Helene Prevosti 
Giuseppe Priamo 
Susan Proce 
Maria Psomas 
Lenore Puleo 
Danielle Punzina 
Michael Push 
Jennifer Quercia 
Ralph J. Porzio 
Dr. Lucas Ralston 
Gaspare Randazzo 
Marianna Randazzo 
Margaret Regalbuto 
Lisa Reinstein 
Rosilyn Reinstein 
Reon Avenue Medical Associates 
Marilyn Riccardone 
Mahesan Richards 
Michael Riley 
Susan Rispoli 
Elena Rober 
Taylor Roberts 
Katherine Robles 
Nancy Rooney 
Guy Rosatelli 
Margaret Rosatelli 
Jillian Rose 
Lisa Rosen 
Joanne Rosiello 

Brian Rowan 
Dr. Lyudmila Rubinshteyn 
Lilibeth Rubio 
Salvador Ruiz 
RUMC Ophthalmology 
Rich Ryan 
Judy Sakariasen 
Delia Salhany 
Alexandra Samadi 
Clarissa Sanchez 
Eric Sanchez 
Diva Sandrasagra 
Karen Sanicola 
Peter Sanicola 
Luis Santiago 
Dr. Archna Sarwal 
Dr. Tamara Saukin 
Romone Saunders 
Sabrina Saunders 
Kathryn Scarfo 
Frank Scarfo 
Jack and Janet Scenna 
Lucille Schiavone 
Catherine Schiavone 
Beth Schwartz 
Anna Sciacca 
Score Your Run 
Eileen Seaborg 
Frank Seaborg 
Georgia Seaborg 
Liam Seaborg 
Denny Sebek 
Radek Sebek 
Eva Sebek 
Andy Sebek 
Sgrisk LLC 
Vaishali Shah 
Russell Shepp 
Mike Sherman 
Howie and Fran Sherman 
Mark Sherman 
Dr. John Shiau 
Dr. Maxim Shulimovich 
Cheryl Sibelman 
Gary Sibelman 
Debra Sicurella 
SIMHS/800 RUMC-Run Team 
Sisters of Charity New York 
Svettlana Sitner 
Kathleen Smith 
Vincent Soreiya 

Ann and Vincent Sorena 
Brianne Sozio 
Fran Spatola 
William Spiezia 
Stantec 
Gerri Matthews 
Steven Mirones 
Louise Steward 
Thomas Stollmeyer 
Jennifer Strafford 
Jo-Ann Stuart 
Kate Sullivan 
Lisa Sullivan 
Aula Sumbry 
Nicholas Szymanski 
Philip Tabbitas 
Josephine Tagliani 
John Tapinis 
Rev. Nora L. Teasley 
Sally Tejada 
The Lois and Richard Nicotra   
Foundation 
The Manor Restaurant 
Thomas Rober 
John Tiernan 
Tihesha L. Wilson, MD, F.A.C.S. 
Dianne Tilley 
Stephen Tonnesen 
Patricia Tooker 
Becky Torjesen 
Nancy Tricorico 
URBY 
Robert Urs 
Jennifer Urs 
Kris Urs 
Richard and Claire Uscianowski 
Emily Vallelong 
Jodelle Varughese 
Dr. Paul Vastola  
Noel Vazquez 
Victory Internal Medicine 
Victory State Bank 
Anton Vilinskiy 
Dr. Ernest Visconti 
Trude Vitarelli 
Cathy Volpe-Fleming 
Dana Vulcano 
Wilhelminia Waddell 
Nancy Wagner-Wetzel 
Lydia Walsh 
Charles Walter 

Shaun Watts 
Barbara White 
Priya Wickramanayake 
Anesha Wigandt 
Michael Williams 
Shaneeka Wood 
Christine Workman 
Bernard Wu 
Mallikarjuna Yalamanchili 
Pauline Yan 
Emily Yau 
YMCA 
Christina Youseff 
Manuel and Kathleen Yzaguirre 
Joe Zaets 
Joseph Zaets 
Samantha Zaets 
Jennifer Zaets 
Allison Zaets 
Fang Zhang 
Gary Zimmerman 
Thomas Zimmerman
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JANUARYJANUARY
Foundation Board Welcomes New Members — On January 11, the Richmond University Medical Center Foundation Board 

welcomed three new members: William D’Angelo, a registered representative and financial advisor with National Life Group; Robert 

S. Cutrona, a veteran of 50 years in the Staten Island business community and president of Project One Services, Inc.; and Joseph 

Ferrara, principal of BFC Partners, the developer of Empire Outlets and other high-profile projects across New York City. 

1  RUMC Welcomes Dr. Inna Tubman — After years of providing care to the residents of Staten Island, Inna Tubman, MD, joined 

the RUMC family of physicians and began practicing her OB/GYN services at the 4360 Hylan Boulevard location. 

Director of NYC Poison Control Addresses Medical Sta� — On January 12, our medical sta� was addressed by Dr. Mark 

Su, director of New York City’s Poison Control Center. In addition to his duties with the Poison Control Center, Dr. Su is an attending 

physician in the NYU/Bellevue Hospital Center Emergency Department. Dr. Su spoke to the medical sta� on topics including common 

drugs of use such as opioids and methamphetamines, the latest trends, emerging issues, and challenges facing the medical community.

2  RUMC Participates in the Borough President’s “Direct Connect Sunday” — On January 28, Richmond University 

Medical Center participated in Borough President James Oddo’s annual outreach fair held at the Michael J. Petredes complex. The 

networking event also provided attendees with an opportunity to learn more about the programs and services o�ered by RUMC.

3  District Attorney Michael McMahon Visits 1130 South Avenue — This visit to the Center for Integrative Behavioral 

Medicine gave the district attorney an overview of the range of mental health and substance abuse services provided at Richmond 

University Medical Center. The district attorney also discussed the substance abuse and mental health programs administered by his 

o�ce and the opportunities for collaboration.  
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FEBRUARYFEBRUARY
1  SI PPS Hosts DSRIP Learning Symposium on Staten Island — The members of the Staten Island Performing Provider 

System (SI PPS) came together to discuss tools, technology, and resources to serve patients in a more e�cient way.  As part of the 

symposium, over 700 state and international guests gathered to collaborate, learn from experts, and showcase successes. After the 

symposium, representatives from city and state health agencies and foreign dignitaries from Ireland toured Richmond University 

Medical Center’s Behavioral Health and Primary Care Integrated Clinic located at the Center for Integrative Behavioral Medicine at 

1130 South Avenue. The goal of the SI PPS is to strengthen and expand outpatient services including home care, ambulatory detox, 

behavioral health/substance abuse, and primary care while seeking to reduce avoidable admissions, readmissions, and ER visits. 

2  BUP Training for Physicians — Richmond University Medical Center continues to be at the forefront of supplying critical 

answers to the opioid addiction crisis that has impacted so many families in our community.  In February, the hospital hosted 

buprenorphine certification training, conducted by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (NYCDOHMH), Staten Island 

Performing Provider System’s (SI PPS), Behavioral Health Infrastructure Project (BHIP), and Staten Island Partner for Community 

Wellness (SIPCW).  Studies have shown that buprenorphine is highly e�ective in treating opioid use disorder. While previous training 

sessions only reached a handful of Staten Island-based healthcare professionals, our training included 34 clinicians from various 

backgrounds and departments.

3  Joint Commission Recognition — Accreditations from The Joint Commission are the “gold standard” when it comes to 

a patient’s reassurance they are receiving exceptional patient care. These certifications are earned after an extensive on-site survey 

and review to ensure that best practices and standards are being met and exceeded. Richmond University Medical Center saluted 

its nursing leaders responsible for ensuring its Joint Commission certification in the treatment of COPD, heart failure, chest pain, and 

providing perinatal care.  Accreditation ensures high quality outcomes to the patients and communities the hospital serves. 

4  Medical Center Hosts Briefing for Elected O�cials on Budget Issues — We have always been able to count on 

the support of Staten Island’s elected o�cials to advocate for the best interests of our community’s health and wellness.  Richmond 

University Medical Center hosted a legislative briefing in February conducted by the Greater New York Hospital Association (GNYHA), 

Service Employees International Union (SEIU) Local 1199, and the New York State Nurses Association (NYSNA). Topics of discussion 

included the impact of proposed cuts to healthcare funding from the federal and state governments on hospitals and other healthcare 

providers in New York State. Joining us were State Senator Diane Savino and State Assembly Member Michael Cusick. 
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MARCHMARCH
1  Echo Lab Receives Prestigious Accreditation — The Echocardiography Laboratory received prestigious accreditation from the 

Intersocietal Accreditation Commission (IAC).  The IAC accredits imaging facilities and hospitals specifically for echocardiography. IAC 

accreditation is a means by which facilities can evaluate and demonstrate the level of patient care they provide. 

2  Mayor de Blasio Visits Campus for Opioid Announcement — On March 19, 2018, Mayor de Blasio and First Lady Chirlane McCray 

visited the hospital to announce a $22 million enhancement to the HealingNYC program in the hopes of saving as many as 400 lives by 

2022. Their program is intended to address the city’s opioid epidemic. The mayor was joined by dozens of elected o�cials, advocates, 

and medical professionals from Richmond University Medical Center and other institutions.

3  Richmond Quality, LLC ACO Success Story Hits Chicago — Richmond University Medical Center’s president, Richmond University 

Medical Health Network, and chief administrative o�cer, Richard J. Salhany, MBA, FACHE, attended the prestigious 2018 American 

College of Healthcare Executives (ACHE) Congress held in Chicago, where he participated in the Management Innovations Poster 

Session. Data from the Richmond Quality, LLC Accountable Care Organization (ACO) was presented.   Mr. Salhany’s presentation was on 

the topic, “Sustaining Success for a Top Performing ACO in New York State.” The abstract provided data on the sustained success of the 

ACO, which included reducing the Medicare beneficiary costs and improving the population health quality metrics.  Richmond Quality 

ACO was only one of five ACOs in New York State that earned Medicare Shared Savings Dollars. 

OB-GYN Department Publishes Research Journal — Under the leadership of Dr. Nisha A. Lakhi, FACOG, director of research, the 

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology published its 2018 research journal.  In the last two years, the department has acquired over 

$1 million in funding for clinical and translational research. The department spearheads several investigator-initiated clinical trials and 

has established a research laboratory to encourage translational research and innovation. 

4  Colon Cancer Prevention Awareness Event — March was Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month and our cancer services department, 

along with our GI nurses, hosted an awareness event in our main lobby to encourage screening and healthy diet. Each year, colon 

cancer claims more than 53,500 lives.
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APRILAPRIL
1  City Council Speaker Corey Johnson Tours Hospital — Richmond University Medical Center was honored to host City Council 

Speaker Corey Johnson.  Along with Staten Island City Council Member Debi Rose and Minority Leader Steven Matteo, Speaker 

Johnson toured the emergency department, the critical care unit, and surgical care areas. 

2  SIEDC Business Conference — As the second largest employer on Staten Island, Richmond University Medical Center is an integral 

part of the business community and participates in many events intended to promote economic growth on Staten Island.  On April 17, 

Krista Desiderio, senior public relations and marketing specialist, and Lorraine Scanni, community outreach specialist, represented the 

medical center at the Staten Island Economic Development Corporation’s annual Staten Island Business Conference. Held at the Hilton 

Garden Inn in Bloomfield, they were on hand to network with other attendees and to provide information on Richmond University 

Medical Center’s services and health programs.

3  Richmond Town BBQ Cook O� and Chili Cook O� — At Richmond University Medical Center, we view participating in community 

benefits as a major part of our role.  This year we were again a major sponsor of the events at Historic Richmond Town. At their BBQ 

Cook O� and Chili Cook O�, held on April 7 and April 21, respectively, our community outreach specialist, Lorraine Scanni, interacted 

with attendees to ensure the Staten Island community knows Richmond University Medical Center is here for all of their medical needs.

Stroke Team Recognition — For the fourth consecutive year, Richmond University Medical Center was awarded the American Heart 

Association/American Stroke Association Get With The Guidelines® (GWTG) Stroke Gold Plus Performance Achievement Award & Target 

Stroke Elite Plus Honor Roll.  This award represents the highest category of stroke center awards given by the AHA.

4  St. Mary’s Church Food Pantry — Richmond University Medical Center teamed with St. Mary’s Church and City Harvest to host a 

monthly food pantry for the families of RUMC pediatric patients diagnosed with obesity.
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MAYMAY
4th Annual Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Symposium —  The Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Symposium took 

place on May 3. It is designed for healthcare professionals involved in patient safety and quality, including chief executives, medical 

and nursing officers, and other leadership team members.  These presentations help Richmond University Medical Center to reflect 

upon and improve patient safety and quality.  This year’s keynote speaker was Nancy Landor, RN, MS, CPHQ, senior director at 

Strategic Quality Initiatives – Healthcare Association of New York State (HANYS).  

1  Jack Sipp Golf and Tennis Outing — On May 14, the  Richmond County Country Club once again served as the venue for our  

Jack Sipp Golf and Tennis Outing.  The 2018 Honorees were Dr. Richard Fazio and Brian Farley.

2  National Nurses Week — The theme for National Nurses Week 2018 was, “Nurses: Inspire, Innovate, Influence.” To that end, 

Richmond University Medical Center hosted their 2018 Nurse of Distinction Award Ceremony.  President & CEO, Daniel J. Messina, PhD, 

FACHE, and Chief Operating O�cer and Chief Nurse O�cer Rosemarie Stazzone, RN, MSN, NEA-BC, were on hand to present awards 

to some of the exceptional nurses here at RUMC.  

3  HPV Outreach — The community outreach team visited Stapleton U.A.M.E. Church on May 15, where literature was distributed 

about our HPV and breast health services.  Attendees were able to speak with our physicians and sign up for free PAP smears and 

HPV testing. 

4  National Stroke Awareness Month — May was National Stroke Awareness month, so the community outreach team of Richmond 

University Medical Center co-sponsored a Senior Wellness and Health seminar at the Old Bermuda Inn on May 24. Our Stroke Team 

Coordinator Patricia Abbruzzese, RN, LNC, delivered a lecture on FAST, which is an acronym used to help detect and enhance 

responsiveness to the needs of a person having a stroke. The acronym stands for Facial drooping, Arm weakness, Speech di�culties 

and Time to call emergency services.  

5  Subaru Check Presentation — Subaru of America, through their national “Share the Love” campaign, gives back to charities and 

non-profits around the country. With deep gratitude, Richmond University Medical Center received a $42,324 check for our new ED.  

Spring Review — An integral part of the graduate medical education program at the medical center is the spring review.  During the 

week of May 21, the medical center hosted the 42nd annual Spring Review in Internal Medicine.  Speakers included experts in the areas 

of cardiology, neurology, psychiatry, infectious diseases, gastroenterology, and ambulatory medicine.
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JUNEJUNE
1  Center for Cancer Care Grand Opening — On June 7, the new Center for Cancer Care, located at 1000 South Avenue, o�cially 

opened its doors.  The new state-of-the-art center is home to the most sophisticated tools and technologies available to diagnose and 

treat cancer. Staten Island experiences some of the highest cancer rates in New York State and the highest rate in the five boroughs. 

2  PSA Event at Staten Island Yankee Stadium — On June 22, our community outreach team was joined by members of our 

Information Technology Department and RUMC Public Safety O�cers. Ball game attendees were o�ered free prostate-specific antigen 

(PSA)  blood tests. 

3  Summer Celebration at the Vanderbilt — Our annual celebration that honors the legacy of Dr. Anantham Harim was held on June 

27, 2018.  This year’s honorees were Dr. Joan Graziano, Carol Olsen, and the Randazzo family.

4  Teen Leadership — For almost a decade, Teen Leadership has provided about 400 Staten Island high school students with a chance 

to serve the hospital’s patients and community. A record 80-plus students participated in 2017 and 2018. Students have the option of 

working with employees in the Ambulatory Surgery, Radiology, Pharmacy, Physical Therapy, Biomed, Interventional Radiology, Pediatrics, 

Outpatient Oncology, Emergency, Labor & Delivery, Maternity, Laboratory, or Information Technology departments. The program is 

supported financially by the TD Charitable Foundation. 
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JULYJULY
1  NICU Donation from Grateful Family — Gaspare and Melissa Randazzo presented the medical center with a check for $8,484, the 

proceeds from a fundraiser they hosted to benefit the hospital’s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU). In March 2017, their son Gaspare 

Randazzo, Jr., was born almost three months premature and weighing just three pounds. He spent over a month of his new life in the 

NICU. Today Gaspare is doing well, and he joined his parents and grandparents at the check presentation. 

RUMC Cancer Program Earns Accreditation with Commendations — The American College of Surgeons’ Commission on Cancer 

awarded three-year accreditation with five commendations to the cancer program of Richmond University Medical Center. This latest 

accreditation marks 81 consecutive years of approval from the Commission. 

2  Over 100 Police O�cers and Children Learn to Handle Bleeding Emergencies — During a 24-hour period, RUMC’s Trauma Team 

trained police o�cers and children in how to handle a bleeding emergency through the hospital’s “Stop The Bleed” program. Over 

25 police o�cers from the 121st Police Precinct and over 75 children from the Police Athletic League’s summer camp at the Petrides 

School complex participated.

Dr. Marianne La Barbera Named President of Medical Sta� — Dr. La Barbera became the first woman to hold the position in the 

hospital’s 115-year history. In her role, Dr. La Barbera serves as the direct link to the hospital’s senior management for the thousands of 

physicians, nurses, and medical sta� members at RUMC. 

3  Blanket Donation from Subaru — Representatives from Subaru of America and the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society delivered 

over 80 blankets along with arts and crafts kits to pediatric patients. The donation was part of the “Subaru Loves to Care” program.

Dr. Francesco Rotatori Named New Associate Chief of Cardiology — Dr. Rotatori attended Universita degli Studi in Milan, Italy, 

graduating with a degree in medicine and surgery in 2001. He trained in internal medicine at RUMC between 2007 and 2010, and 

served as chief resident from 2009 to 2010 prior to his appointment.
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AUGUSTAUGUST
1  Cardiopulmonary Rehabilitation Center Ribbon Cutting — On August 7, President and CEO Daniel J. Messina, PhD, FACHE; Chair 

of the Board of Trustees Kathryn K. Rooney; Staten Island Borough President James Oddo; and elected o�cials from across the 

borough cut the ribbon on the hospital’s new cardiopulmonary rehabilitation center. Located on the ground floor of the residents’ 

building behind the hospital, this facility promises patients easier access to the programs, equipment, and medical personnel essential 

to their lasting recovery.

2  National Night Out — National Night Out took place August 7 at Midland Beach and Richmond University Medical Center was 

there, meeting the community and sharing information on the programs we o�er. Literature was distributed on smoking cessation and 

proper prevention and screening for HPV, PSA, skin cancers, and colonoscopies. 

3  World Breastfeeding Week — To mark World Breastfeeding Week, on August 8, lactation experts provided information in the 

hospital’s main lobby about breastfeeding. The goal was to provide information on how to help new moms make informed decisions 

about their choice of feeding. 

Department of Surgery Welcome Breakfast — On August 13, Richmond University Medical Center held a breakfast to welcome three 

new doctors to the medical sta�: Chief of Breast Surgery Tihesha Wilson, MD, FACS; Chief of Joint Replacement Surgery James St. 

Ville, MD, MBA, MS; and Chief of Bariatric Surgery Alex Barkan, MD, MBA, FACS, FASMBS.

Jaime’s LILAC Foundation Donates Cancer Care Packages — Jaime’s LILAC Foundation is a nonprofit organization founded in 2014 in 

memory of Jaime Moltisanti Cucuzza, a young woman who succumbed to lung cancer at the age of 38. The foundation provides care 

packages to patients who are fighting cancer. On August 22, Jamie’s father and husband delivered 30 cancer care packages that were 

distributed to patients at Richmond University Medical Center. The packages included hats, blankets, gloves, scarves, water bottles, 

lozenges to help with nausea, and additional items to help patients undergoing treatment. Some of the packages were intended 

specifically for children and also contained teddy bears and games.

4  Lunch and Learn with Dr. Mark Brandon — On August 24, Richmond University Medical Center held a Lunch and Learn focusing 

on advances in total joint replacement. Dr. Mark Brandon spoke to over 20 guests about the latest techniques and procedures available 

to people in need of knee, hip, and additional joint replacement surgery. 
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SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER
1  Second Annual RUMC 5K Run/Walk A Success — More than 200 people stepped o� on September 8 for Richmond University 

Medical Center’s second annual 5K Run/Walk in Clove Lakes Park. Proceeds from the event helped to support the pediatric unit of the 

hospital’s new Emergency Department. 

Healthy Eating Event at 800 Castleton Avenue — On September 20, our dietary department held a Healthy Eating Event at our 800 

Castleton Avenue location. Nutritional games and snacks were available.

2  RUMC Marks September 11, 2001 — RUMC marked the 17th anniversary of the September 11th attacks that changed our city and 

our country. As part of the ceremony, which took place at the hospital’s September 11th memorial, administration recalled the lives 

lost with tributes and prayer. Over 100 people who attended the ceremony also gave thanks to first responders and to the men and 

women in our armed forces.

3  RUMC Doctor Presents on Reduced Mastectomy Rates — Dr. Nisha A. Lakhi, MD, FACOG, presented in September at the American 

College of Surgeons (ACS) 2018 Cancer Programs Conference in Chicago. She discussed her initiative, which successfully reduced 

mastectomy rates for early stage breast cancer.

Trauma Department Supports Tunnel to Towers Run — On September 30, the Trauma Department participated in the annual Stephen 

Siller Tunnel to Towers Run. Mary Siller-Scullin, Injury Prevention Coordinator at RUMC, is Siller’s sister and treasurer of the Stephen 

Siller Tunnel to Towers Foundation. Over 30,000 runners participated in this nationally renowned event.
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OCTOBEROCTOBER
1  RUMC Co-Sponsors SIEDC Health & Wellness Expo — The SIEDC Health and Wellness Expo was held October 3 at the Hilton 

Garden Inn. In addition to providing health care information to attendees, several departments provided free screenings. Over 100 

people were screened throughout the day.  

2  Hats and Peas Donation — Maria Carter from the Hats and Peas, Inc. organization visited our Labor and Delivery unit on October 12. 

The organization made a thoughtful donation of handmade items including 15 hat and blanket sets, 15 extra hats, and 4 bereavement sets. 

3  Reali Foundation Donation to New ED — On October 15, Fran and Frank Reali presented a $25,000 check as part of their $250,000 

pledge to Richmond University Medical Center to support construction of the hospital’s new emergency department. The Reali family 

founded the Protecting One Young Heart At A Time Foundation following the death of their son from undiagnosed cardiac disease. 

Lunch and Learn with Dr. Tihesha Wilson — On October 16, new Chief of Breast Surgery Tihesha Wilson, MD, FACS, discussed breast 

cancer prevention, diagnosis and treatment with over 40 attendees as part of the medical center’s monthly Lunch and Learn series. 

An experienced oncoplastic breast surgeon who has practiced for more than 10 years, Dr. Wilson received her doctor of medicine at 

the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey’s Robert Wood Johnson Medical School. 

Elks Lodge Donation — Richmond University Medical Center was the recipient of a $5,000 check donated to the hospital’s Neonatal 

Intensive Care Unit (NICU) by members of Elks Lodge #841 in Eltingville. The donation was a way of giving back for one lodge member, 

Helen Fontanarosa. Her grandson, Syris, was born in 2014 over two months’ premature and weighing only 2 pounds, 14 ounces. Syris 

spent two months in RUMC’s NICU before going home. Today, he is a healthy five-year-old boy.

4  Richmond University Medical Center Unveils New Breast and Women’s Center — On October 25, Richmond University Medical 

Center o�cially opened its new state-of-the-art, $6 million Breast and Women’s Center, located at 1161 Victory Boulevard in Sunnyside. 

Over 150 people, including elected o�cials and community leaders, attended the event. The new center will provide comprehensive 

breast care, including the latest, most advanced services and access to research and clinical trials. 

5  Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk — On October 21, Richmond University Medical Center was proud to participate in 

the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk. Our new chief of breast surgery, Tihesha Wilson, MD, FACS, was a featured speaker at 

the kick-o� festivities. Over 3,000 people attended.
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NOVEMBERNOVEMBER
1  Richmond University Gala Celebrates Recent Successes with a New Orleans Flavor — Richmond University Medical Center held 

its 12th annual gala on Saturday, November 3 at the Hilton Garden Inn. This year’s theme was “A New Orleans Celebration.” Almost 600 

people attended the event, which featured New Orleans style cuisine and music and a Mardi Gras atmosphere. This year’s honorees 

were John and Debra Santora and the Richmond University Medical Center’s cardiac physicians.

Lunch and Learn About Nicotine Use — On November 7,  Lung Nurse Navigator Nancy Sayegh-Rooney, RN, addressed tobacco 

addiction and the importance of lung screenings. Sayegh-Rooney’s presentation included a history lesson on the tobacco industry and 

a discussion on tobacco cessation programs. 

RUMC Awarded Perinatal Care Re-Certification by Joint Commission — Richmond University Medical Center, Staten Island’s only 

“Baby Friendly” hospital designated by the World Health Organization (WHO) and United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), earned 

perinatal care re-certification from The Joint Commission. The certification program recognizes Joint Commission accredited hospitals 

committed to achieving integrated, coordinated, and patient-centered care for mothers and their newborns.

2  Turquoise Takeover and Shining a Light on Lung Cancer — Richmond University Medical Center recognized November as 

Lung Cancer Awareness month with a series of events on November 5 and November 6. In addition to a bake sale that was held in 

the cafeteria, where proceeds went to support the American Lung Association, the hospital hosted “Turquoise Takeover,” where a 

ceremony and a moment of silence were held for those who have succumbed to lung cancer. 

MS Symposium — On November 12, Richmond University Medical Center hosted a symposium, “What’s New In Multiple Sclerosis.” 

Physicians, medical students, families, and people living with MS attended. A series of speakers discussed various topics associated 

with MS. Dr. Allan B. Perel started it o� by providing the latest medical news and updates on research and treatments aimed at curbing 

the e�ects of MS. 

3  Richmond University Medical Center Salutes Veterans — On November 15, Richmond University Medical Center was at the 

Historic Old Bermuda Inn for the 2018 Salute to Veterans. The hospital provided information about its services available to veterans.

4  Movember Raises Awareness — The medical center’s IT and Security Departments participated in a Movember campaign to raise 

money for men’s health issues. The annual event involves the growing of moustaches during November to raise awareness of issues 

such as prostate cancer and men’s suicide. Over $1,500 was raised.
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DECEMBERDECEMBER
1  Breast and Women’s Center Wins Staten Island Chamber of Commerce Building Award — Richmond University Medical Center 

was presented with a 2018 Building Award by the Staten Island Chamber of Commerce. The award was for Excellence in Interior and 

Exterior Decorating at the new Breast and Women’s Center, located at 1161 Clove Road. It is the third consecutive year that the medical 

center has won a building award. 

2  Richmond University Medical Center Honors Wilhelmina Waddell for 50 Years of Service — For Wilhelmina Waddell, Richmond 

University Medical Center is more than just where she works: it has become her second home. Waddell, an assistant director for 

nursing, has been providing service and compassionate care to the hospital’s patients since 1967. She was honored recently at the 

medical center’s annual service awards ceremony on December 13.

3  RUMC Teams with ShopRite, Mannix Family to Bring Cheer to Needy — In December, ShopRite and the Mannix Family donated 

over 50 turkeys, holiday wrapped gifts, and gift cards to Richmond University Medical Center for our Adopt-A-Family Program. These 

donations, coupled with generous donations from RUMC sta�, were distributed to over 50 needy families that utilize RUMC clinics and 

programs.
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BIRTHS 

2,962

PHYSICIANS ON STAFF 

635

EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT 
VISITS (TREATED AND RELEASED)   

48,878

 LICENSED BEDS  

473

EMPLOYEES 

2,415

R i c h m o n d  U n i v e r s i t y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r

RICHMOND UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER’S  
AWARD-WINNING QUALITY CARE

Accreditations
• American Association of Blood  

Banks (AABB)
• America College of Radiology 
• American College of Surgeons’  

Commission on Cancer 
• College of American  

Pathologists (CAP)
• Intersocietal Accreditation  

Commission (IAC)
• New York State Dept of Health  

(NYSDOH)
• The Joint Commission (TJC)
• United Nations Children’s Fund  

(UNICEF).
• World Health Organization (WHO)

Certifications
• The Joint Commission – Gold Seal  

(disease specific)
• Chest Pain
• Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary  

Disease (COPD)
• Heart Failure
• Pediatric Asthma
• Perinatal

Verifications 
• American College of Surgeons:  

Trauma Services- Adult Level I &  
 Pediatric Level II

Awards 
• American Heart Association /  
 Get With The Guidelines Stroke  
 Gold Plus- Target Stroke Honor  
 Roll Elite Plus
• American Heart Association 
• New York State Perinatal Quality 
 Collaborative Safe Sleep Projects 
 2017 Quality Improvement award 

Designations 
• NYS Department of Health
  - Level I Adult Trauma & Level II  
   Pediatric Trauma  
  - Primary Stroke
  - Trauma
• “Baby Friendly Hospital”

Recognition 
• International Board Certified  
 Lactation Consultant (IBCLC)  
 Excellence in Lactation Care
• National Committee for Quality  
 Assurance (NCQA) Patient  
 Centered Medical Home - Level 3
• Sexual Assault Forensic  
 Examiner (SAFE) Program  
 Center of Excellence 

Resident Education
• Sponsoring Institution for  
 Graduate Medical Education  
 by the Accreditation Council 
 for Graduate Medical Education  
 (ACGME)
• Continued Accreditation in  
 Internal Medicine, Obstetrics and  
 Gynecology, Pediatrics,  
 Psychiatry, and Radiology  
 programs by the ACGME
• Fully Accredited Council on  
 Podiatric Medical Education  
 (CPME) Podiatry Program 
• Accreditation of Advanced GI  
 Minimally Invasive Fellowship
• Island Peer Review Organization  
 (IPRO) successful on-site  
 visit regarding duty hours and  
 supervision 

“BABY-FRIENDY-FRIENDY LY LY L
HOSPITATAT L” 
DESIGNATIONATIONA
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NOT-FOR-PROFIT HEALTHCARE PROVIDER SERVING THE 

ETHNICALLY DIVERSE COMMUNITY OF STATEN ISLAND AND ITS 
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